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SUBJECT: MULTILATERAL RELATIONS: FURTHER COVERAGE OF THE 
EMBARGO ISSUE 

REF: ATHENS 6018 

1 . SUBSEQUENT TO THE GOG COMMENT REPORTED IN PARA 1 OF 
REFTEL, A "RELIABLE AND RESPONSIBLE" GOG SOURCE, ACCORDING 
TO THE SEMI-OFFICIAL ATHENS NEWS AGENCY (WE SUSPECT FOREIGN 
MINISTER RALLIS), STATED THE GREEK GOVERNMENT DOES NOT APPROVE 
THE LIFTING OF THE ARMS EMBARGO AGAINST TURKEY. GREECE CONSIDERS 
THE QUESTION OF THE LIFTING OF THE EMBARGO TO BE AN INTERNAL 

U.S. MATTER, THE SOURCE WENT ON, BUT HAS NOT CHANGED ITS VIEW 
THAT SUCH A DEVELOPMENT WOULD CREATE ADDITIONAL DIFFICULTIES. 
THE SOURCE RECALLED THAT PRIME MINISTER KARAMANLIS HAD CLARIFIED 
THE GOG POSITION IN THIS RESPECT WHILE HE WAS IN THE U.S. 

AND ESPECIALLY DURING HIS MEETING WITH PRESIDENT CARTER. 

2. SEVERAL NEWSPAPERS OVER THE WEEKEND ALSO CARRIED REPORTS 
THAT VETERANS ORGANIZATION LEADER RUGGIERO (REFTEL) HAD 
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ISSUED ANOTHER MEMORANDUM WITH A REVISED VERSION OF WHAT WAS 
ALLEGEDLY SAID DURING THE WHITE HOUSE MEETING CONCERNING GOG 
VIEWS ON THE EMBARGO. ACCORDING TO THESE ACCOUNTS, THE GREEK 
PRIME MINISTER IS REPORTED IN THE REVISED MEMORANDUM 
(DATED JULY 10) AS HAVING STATED REPEATEDLY DURING HIS RECENT 
VISIT TO THE US THAT THE LIFTING OF THE EMBARGO WOULD HAVE 
UNFAVORABLE CONSEQUENCES FOR GREECE AND CYPRUS, AND WOULD NOT 
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SERVE THE INTERESTS OF THE US AND THE ALLIANCE. (HOWEVER, 

TO VIMA, IN A STORY DATELINED NEW YORK FROM EFSTATHIADIS, 

CLAIMED THAT EVEN IN HIS REVISED MEMORANDUM RUGGIERO INDICATED 
THAT WHITE HOUSE SOURCES MAINTAINED GREECE HAD GIVEN ASSURANCES 
IT WOULD NOT OPPOSE THE LIFTING OF THE EMBARGO. THE GREEK 
INFORMATION OFFICE IN WASHINGTON. RUGGIERO WAS QUOTED AS SAYING, 

HAD WRITTEN TO INFORM HIM THAT IT WAS INACCURATE TO SAY THE 
GOG ACCEPTS THE LIFTING OF THE EMBARGO.) 

3. OTHER PRESS REPORTS OVER THE WEEKEND STATED THAT PRESIDENT 
CARTER WAS LOBBYING IN SUPPORT OF LIFTING THE TURKISH EMBARGO 
DURING HIS VISIT TO BONN. HE WAS REPORTED BY TO VIMA AS SAYING 
THE LIFTING OF THE EMBARGO WOULD FACILITATE PROGRESS TOWARD A 
CYPRUS SETTLEMENT AND IN GREEK-TURKISH RELATIONS. HE HAD ALOS 
MENTIONED TO CHACELLOR SCHMIDT, TO VIMA ALLEGED, THAT HE HAD 
INFORMATION THE RECENT GREEK-TURKISH MEETING IN ANKARA WAS 
PRODUCTIVE AND THE PROGRESS MADE BETWEEN ATHENS AND ANKARA WOULD 
BE CONTINUED. 
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